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Included Highlight 
Shark cage diving/Marine Eco excursion                                   

 
Intended Itinerary 
Day 1: 
Arrive in Cape Town 
 
Please Note: Our operator is certified by Fair Trade Tourism 
and are in possession of a valid White Shark Cage Diving 
Operators Permit (issued by government), enabling them to 
work within the Dyer Island nature reserve area (copy of 
permit available upon request). Only long-standing 
operators, who are in compliance with safety regulations 
and operational code of conduct, are entitled to this permit.  
All their facilities are closely inspected by authorities on an 
annual basis, ensuring maximum safety for all their guests 
and ethical operation of observing marine life. 
 
This package includes either an arrival or departure transfer. 
If you have opted for an arrival transfer, you will be met on 
arrival at Cape Town airport and transferred to your hostel 
near the city centre. This first day is an arrival day in Cape 
Town. Your accommodation is in a lively part of the city, near 
to its main attractions. After checking in, the remainder of the 
day is at your leisure and you can explore this vibrant, 
cosmopolitan city. The reception can suggest things you 
might like to do, depending on time. ‘Must sees’ in Cape 
Town include stunning beaches, the Cape of Good Hope and 
the Cape Peninsula Nature Reserve, the Victoria and Alfred 
Waterfront and of course Table Mountain, which dominates 
the skyline with its regular tablecloth of cloud. In the evening, 
why not try one of the many city restaurants offering a wide 
range of seafood, African and European Cuisine. Cape Town 
has a buzzing nightlife with a host of trendy bars and clubs 
and many relaxing waterfront cafes. 
 
Accommodation: Ashanti Lodge Gardens – Single or Twin 
Room with shared facilities 
Meals included: Nil 
Wifi: Yes 

 
Day 2: 
Shark Dive/Marine Eco Tour, Gansbaai 
 
You’ll be collected at your lodge first thing and leave Cape 
Town early to travel down to the southern coast to Gansbaai, 
a mere stone’s throw from the most southern tip of the 
African Continent. On arrival in Gansbaai your incredible cage 
diving Adventure starts by boarding the custom-built boat, 
Slashfin where a marine biologist will do a briefing on what to 
expect when we are out on the open water. 
  
Approximately 12km offshore is Dyer Island, which, due to 
several geographical reasons, offers a great shark habitat and 
regular sightings. In addition to this, a colony of 
approximately 40,000 Cape Fur Seals inhabit a neighbouring 

island and other species such as Cape Gannets, Cape 
Cormorants, whales and dolphins are also frequently sighted. 
A Free Penguin visit to the African Penguin & Seabird 
Sanctuary, a project of the Dyer Island Conservation Trust is 
also included. Together, this creates a rich feeding ground for 
Great Whites and on a scale that supports these mammals in 
large numbers. 
 
Our journey towards these islands takes approximately 30 
minutes. Once anchored in the channel we have a safety 
briefing before making use of a securely designed 6-man steel 
cage, which floats on the surface, with divers no more than 
1m below the surface…  
 
If you do not wish to get in the water once you are out there, 
this is not a problem. White sharks are surface feeders, 
providing brilliant surface viewing from the safety of the 
boat’s deck.  
 
Please Note. Each crew member is highly qualified in his/her 
specific field and together has more than 15 years’ experience 
working with Great White Sharks. Crew qualifications consist 
of; A1 (1) commercially licensed skippers, level 3 Medics; 
Satour Registered specialized tour guides; Dive Masters and 
qualified shark handlers. All the crew have done SAMSA 
compliant Fire-Fighters and Life-Raft Courses and the skippers 
are licensed with ICASA (the Independent Commission 
Authority of SA), as well as SAMSA (SA Maritime and Safety 
Authority). A step-by-step emergency flow chart is available 
inside the cabin of their vessel, always. 
 
Each boat goes out with a professional underwater 
videographer who films the encounter on a high-quality DVD 
(above and underwater). This is available for purchase at 
minimal cost at the end of the tour, to show friends and 
family back home.   
 
Breakfast or lunch and refreshments on board are supplied 
together with soup and bread on return to Gansbaai. Our 
shuttle bus returns to Cape Town in the late afternoon, early 
evening and the evening is at your leisure to enjoy Cape 
Town’s nightlife 
 
*Please note – while the Great White Shark is the focus of this 
tour, there are several other interesting marine species that 
can be seen during the trip. Great White Sharks are wild and 
in their natural habitat and sightings cannot be guaranteed.  
 
Accommodation: Ashanti Lodge Gardens – Single or Twin 
Room with shared facilities  
Meals included: snacks 
Wifi: Yes 
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Day 3: 
Cape Town  
 
The tour finishes after breakfast today. Airport transfer can 
be arranged if you have opted for the arrival transfer. Please 
speak to Acacia or your local agent.  

 
Accommodation: Nil 
Meals included: Continental Breakfast 

 
Tour information 
Tour style:   Short Breaks & City Stay 
                                                This Short Break and City Stay tour is operated by a locally based (African) ground handler who has    

maintained standards at a high level over a period of time. We believe that working with a local 
operator in this way assists the community to benefit in a sustainable way from tourism. At the same 
time, it provides our clients with the extensive local knowledge and enthusiasm of the local staff and 
guides employed to ensure your safari is as enjoyable as it is memorable 

What’s included:  Tour highlights, transport, 1 airport transfer, accommodation, meals as indicated, Shark Dive 
Excursion/Marine Eco Excursion, services of a commercially licensed dive crew  

What’s not included:  Visas, travel insurance, flights, optional activities, laundry, gratuities, passport & visa fees, items of a 
personal nature 

Accommodation:  Accommodation with shared facilities and swimming pool near the city and close to bars, shops and a 
short walk from the ocean. Easy to get to by local transport  

Transport:  Minibus for transfers, 57-foot motorised catamaran with inside and outside seating, toilet, viewing 
deck and life rafts. 

 
Tour preparation 
Booking Information 
When you make a confirmed booking for your tour you will be sent pre-departure information and related documents. Once 
you have paid in full you will receive a Travel Voucher giving full details of your joining point. Cape Town (CPT) is well served by 
a variety of airlines. Your travel agent can advise on flights to and from the start and finish of your tour.  

Joining Information  
An included airport arrival transfer or departure transfer is included in this City Stay package. Please specify the transfer you 
would like provided and provide Acacia with your relevant flight details before you travel. You are free to arrive any time on 
Day One. 

Pre-Tour Accommodation 
 
We would be happy to book pre-tour accommodation for you – please call or email us (or speak to your agent) with your arrival 
details and accommodation requirements. However please book early to avoid disappointment and the risk of having to find 
more expensive (or less convenient) lodgings. 
 
If time allows, we also suggest planning a night or two extra (after your tour) to make the most of Cape Town and the 
surrounding area.  
See below for a guide to extra accommodation costs. These prices are a guideline only and are subject to change so please 
check with Acacia or your agent for current prices. 
 

Description Price (US$) Description Price (US$) 

Cape Town – Ashanti Lodge, Gardens  Cape Town – Ashanti Lodge, Gardens  

Pre tour accommodation – twin pppn $50 Post tour accommodation – twin pppn $50 

Pre tour accommodation – single pppn $70 Post tour accommodation – single pppn $70 

Pre tour accommodation – dorm pppn $35 Post tour accommodation – dorm pppn $35 

 
What to Bring 

Please try to keep in mind that most airlines impose a 20kg luggage limit.  The weather in Cape Town can be categorized into 

seasons. Cape Town summers bring hot weather and can be quite windy, and winters are usually cold and wet. In Cape Town the 

summer months are November – March with December to February being the hottest. Winter months are from June – August. 

Pack a variety of items, including those to cover all climates. The weather in Cape Town can be very unpredictable and can 

change from warm with no breeze to cool with a breeze. Be prepared by packing light clothing for warm summer-like weather, 

http://www.cometocapetown.com/why-cape-town/visitor-info/weather-in-cape-town/
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and some heavier items to layer for cooler weather. Prepare for rainy weather with a light jacket, and a hat or jacket with a hood 

that can keep you dry. A money belt/pouch that can be worn comfortably beneath your clothing is recommended. Please avoid 

bringing unnecessary valuables and use hotel safe to store your cash, passport and air tickets.  

 

Vaccinations / Health 
The table below indicates the vaccinations suggested for travel on this tour but should be treated as a guide only. You should 
seek professional medical advice from your GP or clinic at least six weeks prior to departure.  

. Country Tetanus Diphtheria Polio Hepatitis A Hepatitis B Typhoid Meningitis Rabies Yellow Fever Malaria 

South Africa R R R R - R - - * R 

 
C = Compulsory, R = Recommended, * = If travelling from infected countries a certificate of proof may be required. 
NB To be used as a guide only. Please see your GP or travel clinic for up-to-date medical advice. 

 
VISA REQUIREMENTS 
The table below indicates the visas required for travel to the countries on this tour but should be treated as a guide only. At 
least one month prior to travel seek confirmation from embassies or a visa specialist, that these requirements are still current. 
For UK citizens the Foreign & Commonwealth Office (FCO) offers free up-to-date travel info: www.fco.gov.uk. For other 
nationalities a number of travel advice websites are listed on the Acacia website. 
 

Nationality UK AUS NZ USA CAN BEL IRE NED DEN ITA GER AUT SWE FIN NOR MEX KOR 

South Africa No No Yes No No No No No No No No No No No No Yes No 

 
NB The above is a guide only. Please check all visa requirements at least one month in advance of travel. Most nationalities do 
not need to obtain any of the above visas in advance. They are available at the border entry points and payable in US$ cash.  

 
Money Matters 
Personal Expenses 

Naturally you will require extra money for your own personal spending on the tour, for snacks, drinks, souvenirs, tips and 
items of a personal nature. Everybody has different spending habits but as a guideline we suggest you budget US$15-20 per 
day. Spending will be in South Africa Rand (for incidental expenses along the way, optional activities, most additional 
accommodation before/after the trip) but it’s a good idea to bring along some US$ cash for any international airport taxes or 
visas. 

- Spending money is best carried as cash in either South Africa Rand cash or US dollars, Sterling or Euro which can be 
exchanged into Rand on arrival and as you travel. Your guide will give general guidance about spending during the 
tour.  
-Currencies are as follows:  South Africa Rand.  
- ATM machines are found throughout South Africa 
- Credit cards and Debit cards can be used to pay for larger optional activities although fees for use may be higher 
than you are accustomed to at home.   

Tipping 

As in many areas where tourism is an important contributor to the economy it has become customary to offer a small gratuity 
to local staff at the end of the tour if service has been of a high standard. Naturally this always remains at your discretion. 

 

OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Optional Activities – approximate prices; subject to change & availability. 

Activity Price (ZAR) Activity Price (ZAR) 

Cape Town 
 

Two ocean aquarium R160 

Robben Island day tour (from) R 320 Paragliding (from) R 950 

Table Mountain cable car (each way) R 135 Township tours (from) R 300 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/
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Wine tours (from) R650 Surf Lessons (from) R380 

Sky diving (from) R2300 Whale watching(seasonal) R 550-R790 

 
INSURANCE 
It is a booking condition of Acacia that you have full travel insurance valid for the duration of your tour to cover you for medical 
emergency and repatriation to your home country. Your guide will ask you for a copy of this when you join the tour. It is also 
important that you leave a copy of your insurance with the person nominated as your emergency contact. We can recommend a 
respected, specialist travel insurance provider for this tour. Please refer to: https://acacia-africa.com/travel-info for more details. 
 
In the UK the Foreign & Commonwealth Office (www.fco.gov.uk) issues free up to date travel advice for all countries visited on 
tour. Most other governments offer a similar service to citizens. We recommend you review this information before you book 
your tour. Naturally we welcome any questions you may have about security and safety on tour. 

 
Responsible Travel 
We strongly believe that you get the most out of a journey by respecting the culture and people of the places you visit. On our 
tours we try to travel in a way that benefits the communities we pass through and minimises negative impact on the 
environment. This can be from ensuring the accommodation we use are clean when we leave and dressing respectfully in 
conservative areas to getting involved with local charity projects. We ask that you are open to this when you travel with us. 
Being proactive in responsible travel helps develop cross-cultural understanding and friendships with the local people and will 
greatly enhance your experience in Africa. 

Contact Us 
UNITED KINGDOM 
Lower Ground Floor 
23A Craven Terrace 
Lancaster Gate 
London 
W2 4DQ 
T: +44 (0) 20 7706 4700  
F: +44 (0) 20 7706 4686 
E: info@acacia-africa.com 

 
SOUTH AFRICA 
PO Box 27632 
Rhine Road 
Cape Town 
8051 
South Africa 
T: +27 (0) 21 556 1157 
F: +27 (0) 21 557 5983 
Skype: acacia-reservations 

 

Get Connected 
WIFI on tour:  
While WIFI is becoming more common in some areas of Africa we cannot guarantee the speed, cost or reliability during your 
tour. 
 
Join our Facebook group www.facebook.com/AcaciaAfrica and get connected with other Acacia travellers, check out the 
pictures, videos and feedback from their tours and meet up with other people booked on your tour 
 
Upload your travel stories to Acacia Live: www.acacialive.com 
 
Find us on Instagram #acaciaafrica and tag us in your amazing travel photographs! 
 
Follow us on twitter @AcaciaAfrica and get the latest buzz. Got a question? Ask us on twitter! Or tag us at #AcaciaIsAfrica 
 
Follow our blog at http://acacia-africa.com/blog and get regular updates from our crew on the road as well as other Acacia 
Travellers 
 
Don’t forget to sign up to our newsletter to get regular updates and special offers www.acacia-africa.com  
 
For information on our Camping & Accommodated Overland Tours, Small Group Safaris, Short Safaris & Treks, Short Breaks & 
City Stays, please visit www.acacia-africa.com  

https://acacia-africa.com/travel-info
http://www.facebook.com/AcaciaAfrica
http://www.acacialive.com/
http://acacia-africa.com/blog
http://www.acacia-africa.com/
http://www.acacia-africa.com/

